INDIANA ORGANIZATION OF NURSE EXECUTIVES

Nurses’ License Plate Fund Application Process
PURPOSE OF THE FUND:
To make monetary contributions from the Indiana Nurses’ License Plate proceeds to:

a. Organizations working to improve nursing in Indiana, whether it is activities focused on scholarship and education, nursing image, recruitment measures for individuals or specific groups, etc.  The goal is to make nursing in Indiana be seen and experienced as a place where nursing is respected and where one can find a fulfilling career.

b. The fund also supports scholarships awarded to post degree students (masters and doctorate level) pursuing nursing leadership education.  These students are selected and submitted annually by the department chair from all graduate nursing programs across the state based on their academic standing and overall performance within their respective programs.

Funds from the plate are not intended for: 

a. Distribution to hospitals or hospital departmental projects for education

b. Individual research project funding

Indiana Organization of Nurse Executives (IONE) is able to provide this unique contribution to the profession of nursing in Indiana because of the global, profession-wide focus of the organization.  We do not represent one specialty, region or institution.  The plate does not specify IONE but, rather, focuses on professional pride of all registered nurses.  IONE markets the plate to all nurses and returns the proceeds to these state-wide nursing activities.

This special license plate, dedicated to Nursing in Indiana, is renewed every year by the license plate owner.  This annual renewal of $25.00 provides the ongoing monies for the Indiana Nurses’ Plate Fund.
ABOUT IONE:

The Indiana Organization of Nurse Executives is a not-for-profit association of Indiana nurse leaders headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The organization was formed in 1974 as a medium for the interchange of ideas and dissemination of information and materials relative to nursing leadership in all practices.


All matters related to nursing and healthcare issues are of concern to IONE.  Education and development of nurse leaders is one of the organization’s primary activities as it is the nursing leadership which influences quality of nursing care and quality of work life.  Therefore, IONE significantly impacts nursing retention and recruitment in Indiana.  

Promoting the profession of nursing as a career to the public is another priority focus of IONE.  This is accomplished through several channels.  One is the awarding of scholarships annually to nurses pursuing advanced degrees in nursing.  Another is through collaboration with other nursing organizations through monetary contributions and actual participation in the work to be done.

HISTORY OF THE INDIANA NURSES’ LICENSE PLATE:

The Indiana Nurses’ License Plate is a part of the Special Recognition License Plate Program sponsored by the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV).  The BMV grants approval for these plates as a way to recognize groups which have made significant civic, community and charitable contributions in the State of Indiana.


The 2003 IONE Board of Directors set the strategic goal to create a means of raising annual dollars for donation to the very good work being done by Indiana Nursing Organizations working to improve nursing resources in the state and promote the profession of nursing as a career through scholarships, education and grants.  It was decided to create a Nurses’ License Plate, the annual proceeds of which would be donated.


During the winter months, the plate design and application to the Indiana BMV was prepared for submission.  Official notification of approval came in May, 2003, with the stipulation that 500 plates had to be pre-sold by July 31st in order for the state to manufacture the plate.  Thanks to nurses and friends of nursing in Indiana, we met and exceeded this goal.  Each $25.00 plate donation is placed in a separately managed Indiana Nurses’ Plate Fund.  Annually, the IONE Board awards monetary donations to qualifying applicants based on available plate fund dollars.
WHO CAN RECEIVE LICENSE PLATE FUND DONATIONS:

●Any organization working to improve the nursing resources, quality of nursing work-life, quality of nursing care or quality of nursing leadership in Indiana may apply for an allocation of funds. 
● Individuals enrolled in a masters or doctoral program for nursing administration or leadership are awarded scholarships annually.  Invitations are extended to every accredited graduate nursing administration program in the state of Indiana. No application is required.
HOW TO APPLY:
See attached application timeline and form.
