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December, 2003




Letter from the President …


Dear IONE Members:
It seems such a short time ago that I wrote to you about your Board’s plans for 2003.  Now, here we are, taking measure of the year’s work.  It has been a good year and my pleasure to serve as your president.

We remain a strong organization, 273 members, committed to nursing leadership development and improving the quality of nursing work life in Indiana as well as assisting to bring new students to the study of nursing.  To that end, IONE participated in a number of activities during the year:

· Participation through representation as charter board members of the Indiana Nursing Workforce Development Initiative.  Initial work has involved a state wide educational survey to identify threats to nursing education in Indiana such as an aging nursing faculty and barriers to faculty recruitment.  Future work will focus on nursing as an economic force, nursing image and quality of work life.

· Participation in and support of Nursing 2000, which benefits all of us through its wonderfully informative website, job shadow events, awarding of nursing scholarships and programs to inform high school and younger students about a career in nursing.

· IONE continued representation on the Indiana Bio-terrorism Taskforce with input regarding the distribution of the federal funds and state response planning.

· We continue with representation on the State Workforce Development Committee, which conducted a gap analysis of healthcare resources now versus projected vacancies in 2008 throughout the state.  The plan is to use this information to strategize educational programming focusing on the vulnerable areas indicated in the survey.

· Membership was kept informed regarding national and state legislature pertinent to nursing.  We remained involved on the national and state level through written and personal contact with lawmakers regarding high profile legislation, especially the Nursing Reinvestment Act.  Bob Morr’s and Ken Stella’s legislative updates throughout the year have been greatly appreciated.

· Wonderful work is being done at the district level throughout the state towards increasing IONE membership and spreading the word about nursing to young students. You will read about some of those efforts in other areas of this newsletter.

· IONE assisted the board of nursing with the implementation of the online nursing license renewal by hosting various sites around the state where nurses could meet board representatives for education on the process.

· IONE presented 4 scholarships, $2,000 each, to nurses pursuing advanced degrees in Nursing Administration.

· I think we can say our greatest achievement for the year has been creating and receiving approval from the Bureau of Motor Vehicles for an Indiana Nurse License Plate, which will make its debut January 2004.  Pre-release sales have raised in excess of $18,000.  Your board is now finalizing the application and award decision process for these funds.  All funds raised from sales of the Nursing License Plate are held for us by IHHA, separate from any IONE operating funds.  As a contingency of plate approval, we are obligated to use these funds in the manner we stated in our application.  That is, to donate monies to ongoing efforts within the state which will benefit nursing recruitment, retention or improve the quality of nursing work life in Indiana.

For those of you who missed the Fall Conference, Brown County was in the peak of beautiful color.  Teresa Cordes and her Program Committee put on a great conference.  For the 120+ in attendance, the networking, learning and food, oh my, the food, were great.  AONE President, Rita Turley, gave a nice review of AONE’s strategic position and the global nursing picture on Friday morning.  

Be proud of the work being done by IONE and, if you are not actively participating at your district or state level, please consider doing so.  Your contribution will be welcomed.  Thank you all for your support to me and to the Board this past year.  And now, we pledge our support to the new president, Sheila Clark, and her 2004 Board of Directors.  Here’s to a Healthy and Happy New Year to us all!

Sincerely,

Beverly Myers, RN, MSA, CNA

Immediate Past President, IONE
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2004 IONE Board Meeting Schedule
	Meeting


	Date


	Time
	Location

	Board Meeting/Annual Retreat


	January 23 & 24
	
	Embassy Suites Hotel

	Board Meeting


	March 18
	1:00 p.m.
	Marten House

Indianapolis



	Spring Meeting


	March 19
	
	Marten House

Indianapolis



	Board Meeting


	May 14


	10:00 a.m.
	AUL Building Lunch

Rooms 2 & 3



	Board Meeting


	August 13
	10:00 a.m.
	AUL Building Lunch

Rooms 2 & 3



	Board Meeting


	October 12
	1:00 p.m.
	Brown County Inn

Brown County, IN



	Fall Meeting


	October 13-15
	
	Brown County Inn

Brown County, IN



	Board Meeting

(Transition Meeting)


	November 12
	10:00 a.m.
	AUL Building Lunch

Rooms 2 & 3


MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
The House and senate have agreed to appropriate an additional $30 million in funding for the Title VIII Nurse Reinvestment legislation.  The final appropriation figure is $142.7 million for FY 04.  The breakdown is as follows in millions:

FY 03




FY 04

Advanced Education Nursing



50.174




59

Nurse Education, Practice and Retention

26.824




31.963

Loan Repayment and Scholarship


19.870




26.9

Comprehensive Geriatric Education


  2.980




  3.5

Nursing Faculty Loan Program


  2.980




  4.9


The IONE Board unanimously agreed to grant Janet Sweet, RN, Honorary Membership in IONE upon her retirement from active employment in nursing.  This action is being taken in recognition of her role as a charter member of the organization.  The Board is also very grateful for her many years of membership and participation in the organization.  Thank you Janet and we wish you the very best!
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Mark you calendars!
The Spring IONE Conference will again be held at the Marten House Hotel and Lilly Conference Center.  It is at 1801 West 86th Street in Indianapolis, IN.  The Marten House Hotel is attached and available for overnight accommodations.  (317) 872-4111  The meeting will be on Friday, March 19, 2004.  The Flyers will be distributed in a couple of months.

We hope to see you there!  

Theresa L. Cordes, RN, BSN

Nursing/Physician System Analyst

Hendricks Regional Health Danville

Danville, IN  46122

317-718-4036


2004 Slate of Officers:

President –Elect

Joni Perkins

Secretary

Linda Bechinski

Board Member at Large

Theresa L. Cordes

Tonya Chernesky
Update on NEIONE

By

Mary Ellen McAfee, President

NEIONE has been focusing its efforts on the development and distribution of a Tool Kit to area high school students.  This kit promotes nursing as a profession and includes:  A Nursing 2000 career video, a color brochure promoting the high tech/high touch aspects of nursing, and a poster advertising nursing as a career.  These kits have been distributed by NEIONE members to high schools in their own counties.  Some of our members continue collaborative efforts with the Indiana Workforce Development on the development of a similar Tool Kit.

Plans are under way for the development of a nursing recruitment CD ROM, targeting middle school children. A grant is being sought to fund this project.  The video portion of the CD ROM will consist of interviews with 16 young nurses.  The interviewers themselves will be the animated characters from the NEIONE coloring book.

A second printing of the NEIONE coloring book will also be an objective for the coming year.  The initial distribution of the NEIONE coloring book was made three years ago to K-3rd graders.  It is time for NEIONE to introduce nursing to a new group of K-3rd graders in its eleven county area.

Anyone interested in ordering coloring books may do so by calling the printer directly:

Craftline Printing, 260-484-3186.
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The year 2003 is quickly coming to a close.  Much has been accomplished over the past year thanks to the leadership of Beverly Myers our President.  The biggest accomplishment was the license plate to acknowledge the registered nurse. 

We would like to recognize the following districts for the increase in their membership by signing up new members.  Central had the most with 10 and their President is Sherry Gehring.  Southwestern, President Judi McCutchan, Southeastern, President Tammy Dye and Midwestern, President Diane Conner all added 8 new members to their organizations.  
We recognize all of our districts for their hard work and efforts this past year.  Over the entire state we had 47 new members.  That is a great increase.  Thanks for the hard work and efforts into sharing our message to other nurses.  
Please send news as it happens so we can include it in the newsletters.
Happy Holidays to you and your families from the IONE Board.
Please remember to check out the IONE website.  Also note that the IONE membership application has been revised.  This is available in its entirety on the website.  You can access the web page through the web address of:   http://www.hospitalconnect.com/aone/ion/index/html
Linda Satkoski, Chairperson of Public Relations
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A NOTE FROM THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRPERSON:








_1113846630

